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Action Policy:

1. Phase out golf facilities tax The golf facilities ta isa “ sports tax”
which does not exist in any other advanced countries. As golfers in Japan
also have to pay consumption tax, they are burdened with double taxation.
The justification for this tax?that golfers can afford to pay high taxes
?is unfair and outdated. We strongly demand the abolition of the golf
facilities tax in stages.

2. Reinvigorate golf with the aim of achieving a total golfing population
of 100 million. Many industries in Japan are in need of structural reform,
and the golf industry is no exception to this. In order to help promote
golf, we are setting up a Revitalization Study Group (tentative name) that
will work aggressively for improvements in the playing environment such
as fair green fees and an access-friendly play system.

3. Promote observation of etiquette and rules With the growing popularity
of unassisted play, i1t is becoming increasingly important for players to
observe etiquette and the rules of golf. Players are recommended to have
access to a rulebook at all times. They are also expected to observe the



following courtesies without fail: (1) Replace any portions of fairway turf
dislodged during play. (2) Fill up and smooth over all holes and footprints
they made on bunkers. (3) Repair baldmarks on greens.

4. Encourage the sound development of junior players, using golf as a model

for good living To ensure the sound growth of golf, a consistent development
program aimed at junior players is indispensable. In this regard, we

intend to: (1) Propose the establishment of joior clubs at driving ranges

and golf courses throughout the country. (2) Create a training system
for junior players. (3) Consider establishing funds to support and promote
the above activities.

5. Remove “ golf” from the Ethics Guidelines for Public Servants The Ethics
Guidelines for Public Servants enacted in April, 2000 include the following

statement in their list of prohibited activities: “ Government employees

are not permitted to play games or golf with interested parties.” Equating

golf with other “ games” and discriminating it from other sports is

defamatory to golf, which 1s a sound national sport, and has an enormous

negative impact on golf"s public image. Accordingly, we intend to conduct

a campaign to remove the word “ golf” from the guidelines.

6. Encourage the golf industry to adopt a positive stance on ecological

issues With cooperation from golfers, golf courses and other parties
concerned in all parts of the country, we intend to promote the following

activities: (1) Contribute to the geening of the country by planting trees

in public facilities such as schools. (2) Manage and operate golf
courses taking full account of environmental conservation,

including improvement of water quality. We will impress on the public the
fact that golf courses are green spaces providing natural habitats for flora

and fauna and serving as evacuation centers at times of disasters, thus

contributing to the community.



